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• It is called the Green Turtle because of the colour of its body and fat, not its shell. 

• It is a reptile—it is cold-blooded, has lungs and lays eggs.

• It is one of the largest sea turtles — it weighs up to 700 lbs. (300 kilograms) and can be 5 feet (1.5 
metres) in length. 

• It is an endangered species because:  
 
1. It has been hunted for its meat.
 
2. Its eggs have been collected for food.
 
3. Many of its nesting beaches have been used for human purposes.
 
4. Many have become entangled in fishing nets and drowned or have been injured by boat propellers.

5. Small hatchling turtles (who are only 2 inches or 5 cm. long) when making their way from their 
nest to the sea, are preyed upon by birds and crabs.

• It is herbivorous as an adult (unlike most sea turtles) - it eats marine plants, usually seagrass and 
algae, though young Green Turtles will also eat crabs, worms, aquatic insects and jellyfish. It has a 
serrated beak but no teeth.

• In the wild, its average life span is about 80 years old.

• Every couple of years the female nests on the beach where it hatched, often building 3 nests per 
season.

• She will dig a nest with her flippers and lay over a hundred eggs in each nest, covering them with 
sand. The eggs hatch in 2 months. 
          
• The temperature of the nest determines the turtle’s sex. Warmer conditions produce females.

• Apart from nesting, it spends its entire life at sea and has to come to the surface at regular intervals 
to breathe.
 

 
 

The Green Turtle
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The Hawksbill Turtle
• It is called a Hawksbill Turtle 
because it has a sharp head and 
pointed beak.

• They normally eat sponges but are 
omnivorous and will also eat marine 
algae, jellyfish, sea anemones and 
molluscs.

• Unlike the Green Turtle, they are 
not usually hunted for their meat, as 
their flesh used to be unpalatable, 
possibly due to their diet of toxic sea 
sponges. Over time they have become more popular as a source of food.

• However, despite being a protected species, their eggs are still eaten.

• They are usually found around coral reefs and are important in the marine ecosystem, as they help 
to maintain the health of the reefs and also sea-grass beds.

• They are smaller than Green Turtles and on average are 30-36 inches long  but can grow to 45 
inches and weigh between 100 to 200 pounds.

• Male turtles have brighter colouring, longer claws and thicker tails than females.

• They breed every 2 to 3 years from the age of 20 years.

• Female Hawkbill Turtles, like most turtles, return to the beach on which they themselves were born 
to lay their eggs—usually 4-5 clutches of 160 eggs per season.

• The eggs take about 2 months to hatch and the hatchlings are often preyed upon by crabs and birds 
as they make their way to the sea.

• Beaches upon which they have laid their eggs have been developed by man and consequently they 
have diminished in number.

• Hatchlings are believed to spend their first few years in the open ocean before returning to a more 
coastal habitat.

• They are a critically endangered species, as they have been hunted for their beautiful shells in 
the past—this was used to make “tortoiseshell” items, such as inlays for boxes and furniture and 
jewellery and ornaments.

• Their shell usually has a serrated edge and is streaked with amber  or brown. Their scutes or scales 
overlap.

• Trade in “tortoiseshell” is now illegal, but unfortunately still occurs.

• Despite being a protected species, their eggs are still eaten.

• Their hard shell or carapace protects them from many predators but large fish, especially sharks, 
prey upon them and they often become entangled in fishing nets.
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• The Western Design is the name by which we know the attempt by the Commonwealth of England, 
led by Lord Protector Oliver Cromwell, to seize territory from the Spanish in the Caribbean.

• There are many arguments about what the motivation for this expedition was. There are three 
main theories and all three probably contribute to the overall motive. 

1. It was an attempt to break the control that the Spanish had on the Caribbean region so that the 
English could profit from it as the Spanish had done. 

2. It was designed to protect English settlements and ships in the region, which were frequently 
attacked by the Spanish. 

3. There was a religious aspect to the expedition. England was Puritan Protestant and set against the 
Catholic Spanish.

• Remarkably for such a large undertaking, it was prepared with the utmost secrecy.

• The authorities wanted volunteers, but the call for men gave the commanders of Regiments in 
England the excuse to ‘volunteer’ men that they no longer wanted in their own companies. Such men 
were often poor fighters, ill-disciplined or badly trained.

• When the call for volunteers did not raise enough men, Press Gangs went to London to press men 
into service. London at the time was full of refugees that had been displaced by the long years of civil 
war that England had recently undergone.

• Even this had not raised enough men, so they had to recruit more men when they had reached the 
Caribbean.

• The fleet sailed from England in December 1654 under the command of General Robert Venables 
and General-at-sea William Penn.

• The fleet reached Barbados, then the most important of the English colonies in the Caribbean, 
in early 1655. They recruited more men from the indentured servants on Barbados and the other 
English colonies nearby.

• Cromwell had sent out many criminals and Cavalier prisoners from the English Civil War as 
indentured servants. Although in theory it was only for limited term, the situation of such indentured 
slaves was little different from slaves.

• Many indentured servants joined the army, as they had been promised their freedom if they signed 
up.

• With finally enough, men the army set out for their first target - Santo Domingo on the island of 
Hispaniola.

• The attack on Hispaniola failed for a variety of reasons, including a lack of water, the need to march 
through an inhospitable landscape and the poor training and discipline among the soldiers.

• It was decided that Jamaica was an easier target. Certainly the Spanish did not put up much of a 
fight.

The Western Design
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• Even after Jamaica was conquered, matters were not easy for the army. Disease was rife and there 
were not many supplies of food. Even though the Spanish had left, they had freed their slaves who 
attacked the English.

• The situation was so bad that many men deserted. According to tradition, this included Watler 
and Bodden/Bawden, the first two settlers of the Cayman Islands. Others likely also drifted to the 
Cayman Islands.

• In order to get some food supplies, some ships were sent to the Cayman Islands to catch turtles.
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• Great Britain took formal control of the Islands, as well as Jamaica, under the Treaty of Madrid 
1670.

• The Islands are a British Overseas Territory. Though once a dependency of Jamaica, the Islands 
opted to come under direct British rule in 1962. They were granted greater autonomy in 1972 and a 
high degree of self-government in their 2009 Constitution.

• Queen Elizabeth II is their Head of State and is represented by a Governor on the Islands.

• The Queen’s official birthday is a public holiday.

• The National Anthem is God Save the Queen but there is also a National Song, Beloved Isle Cayman.

• The Caymanian flag incorporates the British flag.

• The British Lion is incorporated in the Caymanian coat of arms.

• Caymanian stamps incorporate an image of the Queen.  A special 4-stamp collection was issued for 
Her Majesty’s Diamond Jubilee.                            
      
• All Caymanians are British citizens under the 2002 British Overseas Territories Act.

• The original settlers were British - probably deserters from Cromwell’s army in the Caribbean-
though today the Islands are multi-cultural and 135 nationalities are represented.

• The main language is English.

• Recently, British police have helped the Royal Caymans Island Police Force (established 1907) 
combat occasional serious crime.

• The defence of the Islands , as well as external affairs, is the responsibility of the British Government.

• Government schools follow the British educational system and mostly take GCSE, IGCSE, BTEC 
and A level examinations. However, there are also international private schools on the Islands.

•  Caymanian law is based on British common law, with additional local statutes, and has a similar 
system of magistrates and judges. There is a Court of Appeal on Grand Cayman, but a litigant can 
appeal in the final instance to the Judicial Committee of the Privy Council in Britain.

• Caymanians drive on the left, as in Britain, and speed limits are signed in miles per hour. 

• The Imperial system of weights and measures is used on the Islands.

• Young people participate in the Duke of Edinburgh’s Award Scheme.

• The Earl and Countess of Wessex in 2016 were the latest members of the British Royal Family to 
visit the Islands. The Queen has visited on two occasions.

Links between the Cayman Islands and 
Great Britain
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• The Cayman Trench is also called The Bartlett Deep or the Bartlett Trough.

• It extends from the Windward Passage off the south-eastern tip of Cuba towards Guatamala.

• It lies between Jamaica and the Cayman Islands and is formed by separating tectonic plates. The 
rate at which the trench is spreading apart is less than 20 millimetres per year.

• It marks the boundary between the North American and Caribbean tectonic plates.

• It is quite a narrow trough that has a maximum depth of 25,216 feet (7,686 metres), which is the 
deepest point in the Caribbean Sea.

• It has the world’s hottest volcanic vents - probably hotter than 450C or 842 F - 3 miles below the 
surface. They are far deeper than any other known undersea volcanic vents.

• The vents gush fluid that is rich in copper and they spout at least four times higher than any other 
vents.

• The vents have 6 metres tall mineral chimneys.

• The vent field has been named the Beebe Vent Field after a prominent deep ocean scientist.

• Scientists have discovered that blind shrimps, which have light-sensing organs on their  
back, live in the trench.

• Sea anemones, fireworms and tube worms are also found in the trench. 

• It is believed that many other species live in the trench, but underwater expeditions have not been 
able to discover or identify them to date.

• Submarine earthquakes occur around the edge of the trench.

The Cayman Trench
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• Hurricanes are massive storm systems, which usually develop between the beginning of June and 
the end of November near to the equator.

• They form over warm water (which is in excess of 26C or 79F) and move towards land. Most of the 
hurricanes that reach the Caribbean form over the Atlantic and move westwards.

How hurricanes develop

• They start as a tropical disturbance, which is an area over the warm ocean with rain clouds 
developing.

• These tropical disturbances sometimes grow into tropical depressions, with rotating thunderstorms 
and winds of 38 mph (62 km per hour) or less.

• If the winds reach 39 mph (69km per hour), the depression is then classed as a tropical storm.

• When the winds reach 74mph (119 km per hour) the storm becomes a hurricane.

• The winds rotate in an anti-clockwise direction in the Northern Hemisphere but rotate in a clockwise 
direction in the Southern Hemisphere.

• The warm, most air over the ocean rises, causing low pressure beneath it. Surrounding air swirls 
into the low pressure area, becomes warm and moist from the ocean and rises too. As the air reaches 
a height, it cools, condenses and clouds are formed. It continues picking up the warm moist air and 
grows in size – hurricanes can be up to 600 miles across.

• As the winds of the hurricane rotate, a hole or ‘eye’ develops in the centre of the storm. The winds 
are usually very light here.

• Forming a ring around the eye there is a ‘wall’ of thunderstorms - this is where the rain is heaviest 
and the winds are strongest.

• Radiating out from the ‘eye wall’ are spiral bands of clouds, rain and thunderstorms.

What damage can hurricanes cause?

• When they reach land, the high winds can cause damage to buildings, trees, power lines etc., as can 
the crashing waves.

• The heavy rain and storm surges can cause severe flooding. Storm surges are walls of ocean water 
pushed by the high winds onto the land. As the Cayman Islands are low-lying and narrow, particularly 
Grand Cayman and Little Cayman, they are particularly vulnerable to storm surges.

• The severity of hurricanes are measured on the Saffir-Simpson Hurricane Scale.

CATEGORY WIND SPEED
1   74-95 mph/ 119-153 km per hour
2   96-110mph/154-177 km per hour
3   111-129mph/178-208 km per hour
4   130-156 mph/209-251 km per hour
5   157 mph + / 252km per hour +

Hurricanes



9

• When they reach land, hurricanes weaken as they are not being ‘fed’ by warm water.

• The maximum strength of Hurricane Ivan, which caused devastation on the Cayman Islands in 
2004, was a Category 5 storm, but it has lessened to a Category 3 by the time it hit the southern USA.

• The World Meteorological Organisation names a storm when it reaches the strength of a tropical 
storm and it keeps this name when it develops into a Hurricane. Meteorologists have a six lists, 
which they use in rotation, and tropical storms are named alphabetically as they occur. However, 
when there is a particularly devastating storm, which causes a huge amount of damage to life and 
property, then the name is struck from the list and a new name substituted. 
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Swashbuckling pirates always capture the popular imagination and the pirates of the Caribbean 
have been romanticised in films and books. The Cayman Islands enjoy their annual Pirates’ Festival 
every year, but myth and reality do not often coincide.

There were two types of pirates operating in the Caribbean :

1. Privateers – these were sailors who were given a “letter of marque” (official permission)  from their 
home country to attack and take booty from enemy ships. French privateers were known as ‘corsairs’. 

2. Pirates – individuals who plundered ships for personal gain.

• English, French, Portuguese and Spanish privateers and pirates did visit the Cayman Islands but 
never used it as a base. 

• They used the Islands to acquire food and water, repair their ships and sometimes to act as a 
rendezvous point.

• The reefs meant that it was a good place to hide and, as the Islands are difficult to spot from any 
distance, it was quite easy to conceal ships there.

• Cayman Brac was on the trade routes from Central and South America so it was a strategic point 
from which to attack Spanish ships carrying gold, silver and other mined valuables back to Europe.

A number of privateers and pirates did visit the Islands:

• 1586 Sir Francis Drake, whilst on a privateering voyage to gain Spanish treasure in the 
Caribbean, briefly landed on Grand Cayman to acquire food. 

• 1592 William King, also on a privateering expedition, stopped on the Cayman Islands on his way 
to Jamaica to capture turtles to eat. 

• 1642 another English privateer, William Jackson, called at the Islands. 

• 1664 Captain John Douglas, a privateer who had acquired a Portuguese letter of marque, 
anchored at Cayman Brac to lie in wait for the Blue Dove from Holland, which he then captured, 
but later he appeared before a court in Boston and in his trial, his booty was declared illegal. 

• 1667 a small settlement on the Islands, probably on Little Cayman, were attacked by Manuel 
Riveiro Pardal, a Portuguese privateer acting for the Spanish. 

• 1670 A French document reported that English buccaneers and pirates often visit the Islands. 

• 1671 a proclamation called ‘soldiers, planters, privateers’ and other inhabitants of the Cayman 
Islands back to Jamaica. 

• 1677 Dutch privateers, who had attacked the French, went to the Cayman Islands with their booty.

• 1682 a French pirate captain told the Spanish that French corsairs often used the Islands as a base 
and sometimes worked with English pirates to raid Spanish settlements.

• 1717 the infamous pirate, Blackbeard, captured a small turtle fishing boat, anchored off Grand 
Cayman.

Pirates and the Cayman Islands
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• 1721 the pirates, Edward Low and George Lowther met on Grand Cayman and made a pact to act 
together to carry out a number of attacks.

• 1723 a Welshman named John Evans, who had carried out some acts of piracy went to Grand 
Cayman to careen (repair) but quarrelled with his boatswain, who shot him. Boatswain’s Bay is 
supposedly named after him. The crew decided to share the booty and go their separate ways but 
four men, who had been captured by the pirates and forced to help them man their ship, decided to 
stay on the island.

Despite these fairly isolated incidents, the Islands gained a reputation for piracy but was never a 
pirates’ lair.
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• In 1993 a law was passed allowing for people who have rendered exceptional service to the Cayman 
Islands to be recognised as National Heroes.

• Since 2003, the fourth Monday in January has been National Heroes Day, a public holiday which 
commemorates:

James Manoah Bodden

• Recognised as a National Hero in 1994.

• First elected to the Legislative Assembly in 1972.

• Served as a member of the Executive Council for two terms.

• Helped to develop the tourist industry, played a key role in the creation of Cayman Airways and 
Owen Roberts International Airport.

• Served as a member of the Legislature until his death in 1988.

• A popular figure among Caymanians; his leadership helped to modernise the Cayman Islands.

Sybil Ione McLaughlin

• Recognised as a National Hero in 1996, the year she retired.

• Began working for the government in 1945.

• In 1959 she became the first woman in the Commonwealth to be appointed the clerk to a legislative 
assembly.

• In 1965 she became the secretary to the Cayman Islands Branch of the Commonwealth Parliamentary 
association.

• In 1991 she was made the first Speaker of the Legislative Assembly.

Thomas William Farrington

• Made a National Hero in 2011.

• Became a civil servant in 1921.

• He was the longest serving member of the Legislative Assembly, who held his seat for 55 years. 
Named as ‘Father of the House’.

• The first elected member of the Assembly to be responsible for finance.

• Recognised as a pioneer, leading on matters of legislation, assisting in the development of Cayman 
Airways and Cayman’s first airport and the discussions surrounding the position of the Cayman 
Islands in the West Indies Federation.

• In 1965 he became the first Caymanian to be named a Commander of the British Empire (CBE).

National Heroes of the Cayman Islands
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• A Justice of the Peace.

Sybil Joyce Hylton

• Made a National Hero in 2011.

• Remembered for her work on behalf of the young people of the Cayman Islands.

• Became Cayman’s only probation officer in 1963.

• Served as the first Head of the Probation and Welfare Department.

• Served on Cayman’s Adoption Board.

• Recognised with the Cayman Islands Certificate and Badge of Honour in 1968.

• In 1978 she was named a Member of the Order of the British Empire.

Mr Ormond Panton

• Made a National Hero in 2011.

• The founder of the Cayman Islands’ first political party and the party leader to win an election.

• One of the Caymanian delegates to attend the discussions on the West Indies Federation.

• Served as lead negotiator between the U.K. and its Overseas Territories in their discussions on 
independence.

• A successful lawyer who confirmed the right to a fair trial and was the first Caymanian lawyer to 
appear before the Privy Council, the highest Court of Appeal for British Overseas Territories, in 
London.

• Made an Officer of the Order of the British Empire in 1984 for his contributions to society.

Desmond Vere Watler

• Made a National Hero in 2011.

• His career, spanning almost forty years, saw him rise from the position of Clerk to become Cayman’s 
very first Treasurer, now known as Financial Secretary.

• In 1972 he became the first Chief Secretary of the Cayman Islands.

• A member of the Legislative Assembly for thirty-two years.

• First Official Member and Chairman of the Executive Council.

• Regarded as a role model of civil service integrity.

• Made an Officer of the British Empire (OBE) in 1966 and a Commander of the British Empire 
(CBE) in 1975.
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Mary Evelyn Wood

• First Woman to be elected to the Cayman Legislature.

• First Caymanian Woman to serve on a jury.

• Started her career as the sole teacher in a school that she set up in her father’s house.

• She later became a nurse tending to sick people and expectant mothers around the Cayman Islands.

• Campaigner for political rights for women.

• Recognised with the Cayman Islands Certificate and Badge of Honour

William Warren Conolly

• Made a National Hero in 2012.

• Elected to the Legislative Assembly of the Justices and Vestry in 1952.

• An expert of the Cayman Islands Constitution.

• Lead the introduction of the Caymanian Dollar.

• Assisted in the creation of the Department of Tourism and the Mosquito and Control and Natural 
Resources Department.

• Received the Order of the British Empire in 1974.

Roy Edison McTaggart

• Named as a National Hero in 2016.

• A member of the Legislature for more than 35 years.

• A Doctor of Dental Surgery, he was at one point the only Dentist in the Cayman Islands.

• Helped to bring free education to the Cayman Islands.

• Canvassed the Cayman Islands and received more than 3000 signatures in support of the Islands 
remaining a British Crown Colony rather than becoming a self-governing Territory of a newly 
independent Jamaica. He opposed Cayman joining the West Indies Federation.
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• The Cayman Islands are a British Overseas Territory - the Head of State is Queen Elizabeth II.

• The Islands have a written Constitution and a Bill of Rights to guarantee individual rights, 
responsibilities and freedoms.

• The Government is a parliamentary democracy, with 3 branches; the Executive, the Legislative and 
the Judicial.

The Executive

• The Executive Branch of the Government has the sole responsibility for the administration of the 
Islands.

• Although they are self-governing in most respects, the United Kingdom appoints a Governor, who 
is responsible for:
 Defence
 External affairs
 Internal security
 The police
 The civil service

• In normal circumstances, the Governor accepts the advice of the Cabinet and has to keep them 
informed of the matters for which he or she is responsible.

• The Cabinet consists of the Premier, 6 other Ministers and 2 official appointees - the Deputy 
Governor and the Attorney General, who do not have the right to vote in Cabinet decisions. The 
Governor presides at meetings of the Cabinet, which is responsible for the formulating policy, except 
in the areas above.

• The Deputy Governor, who has to be a Caymanian with experience in a senior position in public 
service, is appointed by Her Majesty and is head of the Civil Service, whilst also carrying out any 
functions delegated by the Governor.

The Legislative Assembly

• The Legislative Assembly, which has only one chamber, passes bills, but these have to be approved 
by the Governor before they become law. The U.K. Government has the power to enact laws for the 
Islands without the Assembly’s approval.

• There are currently 19 elected members of the Legislative Assembly, representing the Islands’ 19 
constituencies:

West Bay Central   Prospect 
West Bay North   Red Bay
West Bay South   Bodden Town East
West Bay West   Bodden Town West
George Town Central  Newlands
George Town East    Savannah
George Town North   North Side
George Town South    East End
George Town West    Cayman Brac East
Cayman Brac West & Little Cayman

Government of the Cayman Islands
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• Elections are held every 4 years. However, the Governor does have the power to dissolve the 
Assembly at any time.

• In addition to the elected members, there are 2 ex-officio non-voting members appointed by the 
Governor - the Deputy Governor and the Attorney General. 

• The Speaker is an elected member of the Legislative Assembly.

• When the first legislature was set up in 1832, only free men were eligible to vote. Women were not 
allowed to vote or stand for office until 1958.

• Today 18 year olds are allowed to vote, providing they have been resident in the Cayman Islands 
for 2 years during the 4 years preceding the election.

• Candidates for the Assembly have to be 21 years old and fulfil certain residency qualifications.

• A referendum may be held amongst registered voters on matters of national importance. This is 
usually initiated by the Legislative Assembly. Any amendment to the Constitution is deemed to be a 
matter of national importance.

• If 25% of the electorate sign a petition to the Cabinet calling for a referendum on a particular 
issue, then a referendum is held. It requires more than 50% of the electorate to vote in favour of the 
question to be legally binding.

The Judiciary

The Cayman Islands’ legal system is based on:

•English common law
•Locally enacted statutes
•Orders-in-Council. (These are laws extended to the Cayman Islands from the United Kingdom, 
made under royal prerogative)
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The Court System

Summary Court

This is a lower court and its jurisdiction covers a wide range of both civil and criminal matters. This 
includes the Youth, Family and Coroner’s Courts.

All criminal cases are first heard in this court by Magistrates but may be passed on to the Grand 
Court.

It does have the power to hear cases relating to serious drug offences and can then impose severe 
penalties.

It also hears civil disputes amounting to no more than CI$20,000.00.

The Grand Court

This is a superior court and has unlimited power in both civil and criminal matters. Criminals are 
prosecuted on behalf of the Queen.

It often hears cases involving complex commercial and trust disputes.

Cases are heard before a judge and jury.

It has 3 specialist divisions:  

1. Admiralty Division
2. Family Division
3. Financial Services Division

In 2016 mediation in Grand Court family proceedings cases was introduced as a method of resolving 
family disputes that have already been filed with the court. A neutral person helps resolves matters 
– this can be quicker, cheaper and less stressful than full court proceedings.

It also functions as a Court of Appeal to hear cases from inferior courts.

The Court of Appeal

This is the highest Court of Appeal within the Cayman Islands. It hears both civil and criminal 
appeals from the Grand and Summary Courts. The cases in the Court of Appeal are heard before 
highly-experienced senior judges. There is a rota of judges but three judges sitting together normally 
constitute this court.

Her Majesty’s Judicial Committee of the Privy Council (in London)

This is the highest and final court to which Cayman Islanders can appeal.

The highest Court from which an appeal from the Court of Appeal can be heard.

The European Court of Human Rights

Cayman Islanders may also petition this court as the European Convention on Human Rights has 
been extended to the Islands.
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A R U M A T M O O R H A L L C B A E I C 
G H E S L A P L I T T O P W N A X U N O 
W I L L I A M A N D E L I Z A B E T H N 
L W E F A B C X B R L C A P T A I N E V 
A L L A A H E N T I Y C I T R L O T S O 
D U H G A C R A F S A L V A G E E D E Y 
I D C A Q O O N A L B D E N W E N F R G 
U L E S H N A C J F O R T U N E A T L B 
I O B A I V I Y A A K A L E T A I N O H 
E W F L N E P J K D N A D A W R E C K H 
C G P L V R U C O T T O N B A N L L E R 
T H H Y I T L A S H L G A S X I C M E I 
B A A S A I R E S C U E Q L A C A A A C 
W R T P I L O P Z C O P C A N O T R N H 
E A S T E N D O G E P O N W L N R T S A 
M N A R I T A R E E F S A F M V E I U R 
N A G A E R S Y W T M E D O A E S N V D 
E E A G L E F S O Y J K Z R G Y U H H N 
A R A I E B Z W O G H U L D V B N S T A 
X N A P N S D F D M C A Y O C V S N R E 
Y A X G B R I T A N N I A F C A R G O N 
 
 

THE WRECK OF THE TEN SAIL 
 

Find the following words in the square 
Words can be horizontal or vertical 

 
 

CONVERT        REEFS 
CAPTAIN        WRECK 
EAST END        CONVOY 
WILLIAM AND ELIZABETH       MOORHALL 
LUDLOW        BRITANNIA 
NANCY        RICHARD 
EAGLE        SALLY 
FORTUNE        SALVAGE 
CARGO        RUM 
COTTON        WOOD 
RESCUE        MARTIN 
 
Now answer the following questions : 
 

1. What was the name of the Royal Navy escort ship?    …………………………… 
 

2. Who was the captain of this ship?                                …………………………… 
 

3. Name the other 9 ships that were wrecked.                  …………………………… 
 

      ………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
     …………………………………………………………………………………………. 
 

4. What cargo were they carrying?           …………………………………………….. 

HMS Convert

John Lawford

Britannia,

William & Elizabeth, Sally, Ludlow, Moorhall, Richard, 

Eagle, Nancy and Fortune

Wordsearch Answers

Sugar, rum, wood, cotton and molasses
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The Coat of Arms of the Cayman Islands
Answers

Task 
In the boxes, label what each part of the Coat of Arms represents.

The turtle represents not 
only the Cayman Islands’ 
historic link with this 
sea creature, but also 
their original name, Las 
Tortugas

The Pineapple represents 
Cayman’s connection with 
Jamaica

The Lion represents the 
connection with Britain

The three stars represent 
the three islands of Grand 
Cayman, Cayman Brac and 
Little Cayman

The blue and white wavy 
lines represent the sea

The motto is taken from Psalm 24 of the Bible and represents the 
Islands’ Christian heritage and their link with the sea.



20

Name …………………………..     Date ……………. 
 

Cayman Trade  
MAHOGANY 

 
 

 
 
Mahogany was in great demand in 
18th Century Europe to make 
……………….. 

FUSTIC 

 
 

 
Fustic was exported from the Cayman 
Islands. It was used for its wood and 
as a ………….  to colour military 
uniforms khaki.  

SILVER THATCH PALM 
 

 
 

 
Silver thatch palm had many uses but, 
for trade with other islands, it was 
made into 
………  

COTTON 

 
 

 
Cotton was sold to make  ……………. 

GREEN TURTLES 

 
 

 
Green turtles were sold for ………… for 
sailors. 

HAWKSBILL TURTLES 

 

 
 

 
The …………… of the Hawksbill turtle 
was sold to make combs, jewellery 
and many other articles. 

COCONUTS 

 
 

 
Coconuts were …………. on the Islands 
and sold for their flesh, milk and 
shells. 

 
 Use the following words to complete the sentences: 

 
planted    furniture 

 rope     food 
 clothes     dye 
 shell 

Use the following words to complete the sentences:

planted    furniture
rope     food
clothes    dye
shell

Caymanian Trade Answers

shell

food

clothes

rope

dye

furniture

planted
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Word Scramble Answers

llwakbish tobtaac

crab

amaghyon

pore

naugia

Task 
Unscramble the words below and write them on the dotted line.

.................

.................

.................

.................

................. .................

hawksbill catboat

brac rope

iguana mahogany
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1. What rock are the Cayman Islands made out of?

2. Name all three Cayman Islands.

3. Who was the first Englishman known to have visited Cayman?

4. What was the original name of the capital of the Cayman Islands?

5. Green Turtle was mainly hunted by the people of which island?

6. Which two pirates made a partnership on Grand Cayman?

7. What was Governor Bodden’s job?

8. How many Caymanians served in the Merchant Navy in the Second   
 World War?

9. Who was the man who saved sea turtles?

10. How many Caymanian National Heroes are there?

11. What is special about rope made from Silver Thatch Palm Tree?

12. Who designed the Catboat?

13. Who was the first Commissioner of the Cayman Islands?

14. When were the Cayman Islands granted a Coat of Arms?

15. What was the name of the hurricane that struck the Cayman Islands in  
 2004?

16. What is the name of the Taíno god who causes hurricanes?
 
17. Who is the Head of State of the Cayman Islands?

18. Who composed ‘Beloved Isle Cayman’?

19. How many members are there of the Caymanian Legislature?

20. In what year did Cayman become a dependency of Jamaica?

Cayman Quiz
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1. Limestone

2. Grand Cayman, Cayman Brac and Little Cayman

3. Sir Francis Drake

4. Hogsties

5. Grand Cayman

6. Edward ‘Ned’ Low and George Lowther

7. Chief Magistrate

8. 800

9. Archie Carr

10. 9

11. It is very strong and resistant to sea water. 

12. Daniel Jervis

13. Frederick Sanguinetti 

14. 1958

15. Hurricane Ivan

16. Jurakán
 
17. Queen Elizabeth/The British Monarch

18. Leila Ross-Shier

19. 19/21

20. 1863

Quiz Answers
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