
CAYMAN ISLANDS 
GOVERNMENT OFFICE UK
ANNUAL REPORT 2019



FOREWORD BY ANDRÉ EBANKS

My term at the Cayman Islands Government Office 
UK (CIGO-UK) as Cayman Islands Representative to 
the UK and Europe began on 2 September 2019. 
Following three reconnaissance visits to London 
in the spring and summer of 2019. I hit the ground 
running with many meetings with key stakeholders 
and introduction meetings with Parliamentarians 
as well as studying the positive impact CIGO-UK 
had before my tenure, so I could determine how to 
keep CIGO-UK moving from strength-to-strength 
particularly in such a dynamic time of transition for 
the United Kingdom. 

As I believe readers will see, the achievements 
and developments of CIGO-UK since starting the 
post in September 2019 to end December 2019 
are reflective of the commencement of 2019 until 
August 2019 under my predecessor, Eric Bush, 
whereby CIGO-UK has grown accustomed to being 
active, energetic and informative.
 
Highlights for me within the four months I was 
in office for 2019 were the honour of laying a 
wreath at the Cenotaph for the Cayman Islands 
at the National Service of Remembrance, a 
very successful event in Manchester with the 
Caymanian students and our Annual Friends of 
Cayman Dinner. 

Furthermore, through attendance at the Labour 
Party conference, combined with our first ever 
Labour fringe event in conjunction with Cayman 
Finance, we are ensuring that the Cayman Islands 
are represented at the forefront of political 
discussions, armed with responsible and accurate 
facts about our country and its industries, in 
particular our financial services industry. Similarly, 
CIGO-UK had a strong showing at the Conservative 
Party conference, hosting a successful panel 
discussion and a networking event to ensure the 
Cayman Islands remains engaged and seen as 
positively as possible in both of the main political 
fora.  

I am looking forward to continuing this level of 
productivity for the Cayman Islands in the UK and 
Europe into 2020.

André Ebanks
Cayman Islands Representative to the
United Kingdom & Europe
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OVERALL NATURE  
AND SCOPE

The Cayman Islands Government Office in the 
United Kingdom (CIGO-UK), established in 1982, 
supports the extension of the Cayman Islands 
Government (CIG) activities in the United Kingdom 
and Europe. The office provides a contact point 
for Caymanian stakeholders, promotes economic, 
social, cultural and political understanding of the 
Cayman Islands, and provides consular and other 
general governmental services to Caymanians in 
the United Kingdom and Europe. 

The office provides advice and information to 
CIG on events, policies and developments in 
the UK and Europe based on press and media 
reports, parliamentary reports, European Union 
reports, trade reviews, financial publications, 
statistical data etc.

MISSION  
AND FUNCTIONS

• Support the extension of all Cayman Islands 
Government activities in the United Kingdom 
and Europe. 

• Act as a contact point for and provide consular 
services to Caymanians (especially Caymanian 
students) and other stakeholders in the United 
Kingdom and Europe. 

• Promote a better economic, social, cultural and 
political understanding of the Cayman Islands. 

• Gather and disseminate information. 

• Develop and maintain strategic links. 

• Facilitate inward investment opportunities by 
seeking out and providing accurate information 
to potential investors. 

• Represent the Cayman Islands in the United 
Kingdom Overseas Territories Association 
(UKOTA), the EU Overseas Countries and 
Territories Association (OCTA), and at other 
official or ceremonial events. 

• Improve and strengthen the country’s position - 
politically, economically, and commercially - within 
the United Kingdom and the European Union.
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CIGO-UK ROLES & FUNCTIONS

CONSULAR SERVICES 
& POLICY ADVICE

This includes provision of assistance to 
Caymanians residing, studying or visiting the 
United Kingdom and Europe; arrangements of 
visa, work permit and other immigration assistance 
to persons visiting or relocating to the Cayman 
Islands; provision of support and coordination of 
disaster response efforts. 

Furthermore, provision of assistance within our 
capability to Caymanians who are experiencing 
distress in the UK and Europe has become more 
prevalent, including assistance to those facing 
social services or justice system needs. 

Provision of policy advice and information to the 
Cayman Islands Government on events, policies 
and other developments in the United Kingdom 
and Europe such as feedback concerning 
environmental matters, gender affairs, financial 
services developments and certain jurisprudence. 
Facilitation of such feedback bolsters CIGO-UK’s 
role as a central conduit for CIG in the United 
Kingdom and Europe for external stakeholders, Her 
Majesty’s Government, the European organisations.

In addition to the provision of these services day-
to-day, relevant policy and governmental updates 
are gathered or shared as follows.

Media Monitoring: Working with UK media 
monitoring companies to produce regular reports 
to regarding Her Majesty’s Government affairs 
and latest developments that affect or mention 
the Cayman Islands and advising Cayman Islands 
Government Ministries, Departments, and Statutory 
Authorities as needed.

Website: Continued development of the CIGO-
UK website www.cigouk.ky for dissemination of 
information about the Cayman Islands, the CIGO-
UK and Cayman Islands Government Activity in 
the UK. Development of Social Media channels. 
Monthly reports and news published by month 
throughout the year on cigouk.ky.

Videography: Development of a videography 
programme to disseminate video content to UK 
stakeholders, Cayman Islands external media, 
internal Government Communications and 
Friends of Cayman, including reportage videos of 
conferences and events, promotional videos about 
the activities of the CIGO-UK and briefing updates 
from Eric Bush and André Ebanks. 
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OUR PEOPLE 
JANUARY-AUGUST:  
Mr. Eric Bush JP, serves a dual role as the Cayman Islands Representative to the UK and 
Europe and Head of CIGO-UK  and Chief Officer of the Ministry of International Trade, 
Investment, Aviation and Maritime Affairs.

SEPTEMBER-DECEMBER:  
Mr. André Ebanks is the Cayman Islands Representative to the UK and Europe and Head of 
CIGO-UK.

Currently a total of 5 permanent staff (4 Caymanians and 1 British) as described and pictured 
below.

In addition to Mr. André Ebanks:

Charles Parchment, Deputy Representative
Phillippa Knights, Assistant Representative (Culture, Social & Student Affairs)
Dennison Miller, Assistant Representative (Consular Affairs)
Rahat Siddiqi, Business Manager

CIGO-UK also contracts external consultants when it is requires specialist advice and/or 
assistance with material projects.

From left to right:  
Dennison Miller, Charles Parchment, 
André Ebanks, Phillippa Knights, 
and Rahat Siddiqi
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KEY 2019 ACHIEVEMENTS

Diplomatic Engagement
Continued work with UKOTA and OCTA as well 
as the Friends of Cayman group, primarily to 
disseminate information about the Cayman Islands.

Political Engagement ................................................7
Continued and sustained engagement with UK 
elected officials remained active in 2019, including 
the hosting and arranging panel discussions and 
events at the annual political party conference of 
both major UK political parties. 

   Premier in London, April 2019 ................................. 7

   Conservative Party Conference, ............................9
   Manchester, October 2019

   Labour Party Conference,  ........................................ 11
   Brighton, September 2019

National Service of Remembrance ...................... 13
Attending and participating in the first laying of 
the Cayman Islands war remembrance wreath, 
the first time the Cayman Islands or any Overseas 
Territories or Crown Dependencies were permitted 
to lay wreaths in their own right on behalf their 
respective past and present veterans. A truly 
historic moment for the Cayman Islands. 

Monaco Outreach .................................................... 14
Coordination and representation at the 
Monaco Yacht Show, a key event for Cayman 
representatives to network with the most influential 
stakeholders in the industry. 

New Ministry of International Trade,  ...................15
Investment, Aviation, and Maritime Affairs
Designed, co-ordinated and executed the 
inaugural UK/OCT International Trade Summit. This 
involved assisting with bringing major delegations 
from across the Overseas Territories and the UK to 
the Cayman Islands.

Royal Visit 2019 ........................................................19
CIGOUK assisted with the organisation and 
communications relating to the Royal Visit 2019 
by His Royal Highness The Prince of Wales and 
the Duchess of Cornwall. The visit was the result of 
Royal Engagement activity through the CIGOUK. 

Friends of Cayman Reception and Dinner ........20
CIOGO-UK successfully coordinated a Friends 
Cayman Reception and Dinner of nearly 200 
people including senior officials from the UK and 
other Overseas Territories, Crown Dependencies 
and Her Majesty’s Government, as well as a large 
representation from London financial services 
industry and Friends of Cayman and Caymanian 
students in the UK.

The Commonwealth at 70:  ....................................21
From Westminster to the World 
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The Cayman Islands Government Office liaises with Her Majesty’s 
Government, policymakers, and international organisations; participates 
in and arranges meetings, conferences, functions and official visits; liaises 
with relevant private sector stakeholders; attendance at official functions; 
administers and supports the All Party Parliamentary Group (APPG) for the 
Cayman Islands and attends to the UK Overseas Territories Association 
and the EU Overseas Countries and Territories Association meetings and  
related actions.

Highlights of this work in 2019 include the following.
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KEY 2019 ACHIEVEMENTS

PREMIER’S MEETINGS WITH UK GOVERNMENT AND
CAYMAN ISLANDS ALL-PARTY PARLIAMENTARY GROUP

London April 2019

Premier Hon. Alden McLaughlin met with Ben Wallace, 
Minister of State for the Home Office and Ben Merrick, 
Director of the Overseas Territories Department of the 
Foreign and Commonwealth Office. 

Accompanying Premier McLaughlin was Chief Officer 
Eric Bush of the Ministry of International Trade, 
Investment, Aviation and Maritime Affairs, and Roy 
Tatum, Senior Political Advisor and Head of the Office of 
the Premier.

The meetings focused on the ongoing talks on 
constitutional reform for the Cayman Islands as well 
as other issues. With the Brexit date pushed back 
to October, the United Kingdom and the Cayman 
Islands governments are both keen to conclude the 
constitutional reform discussions, and to have the 

proposed changes debated in the Cayman Islands 
Legislative Assembly. The UK Government’s upcoming 
response to the recently published Foreign Affairs 
Committee report on the relationship with the Overseas 
Territories was also discussed; as were matters to 
do with the European Union blacklisting process and 
public registers of beneficial ownership.

The day of meetings also included talks with Sir 
Jeffery Jowell, QC, who is advising the Cayman 
Islands Government on a range of issues, including 
constitutional reform and the appeal of the Chief 
Justice’s judgment that legalised same-sex marriages in 
the Cayman Islands.

As part of the Cayman Government’s on-going 
UK political engagement programme, the Premier 
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sponsored a Cayman Islands All Party Parliamentary 
Group (CI-APPG) dinner, with cross party attendance, 
at the House of Lords. The host of the dinner was Lord 
Northbrook, a member of the CI-APPG, and a long-time 
supporter of the Cayman Islands.

The Premier updated attendees on Cayman’s economy 
and how well the country is doing. But he also spoke 
frankly on matters of concern regarding what many in 
the Overseas Territories view as a worrying trend by 
some UK parliamentarians to intervene in the affairs 
of the territories in matters that are the devolved 
responsibility of the elected governments of the 
territories.

Mr. McLaughlin referred to the purported imposition 
of public registers of beneficial ownership by the 
UK Parliament as well as the approach taken by the 
Foreign Affairs Committee in its recent report on the 
Territories, which he described as “alarming”. He said 
that this type of unwarranted intervention, should it 
continue, will only serve to drive a wedge between the 
people of the territories and the United Kingdom and in 
the end will serve neither the interests of the UK nor the 
territories well.

Lord Northbrook said he was pleased to host the dinner 
on behalf of the Premier.

“I would like to give my particular praise to the Premier 
for his work since he became the Premier and the great 
strides in helping the UK to understand more about the 
Cayman Islands and what they do,” he said.

“The event was a great success. I was able to engage 
with a number of important figures in Parliament and 
the House of Lords to further our education campaign 
about the Cayman Islands within Westminster,” Mr. 
McLaughlin said. “Continued high level engagement 
with MPs and Peers is essential for the Cayman Islands 

to maintain a presence and understanding within the 
Houses of Commons and Lords. My message also 
included a note of warning of the consequences 
of a UK Parliament; 4,500 miles from the Cayman 
Islands interfering in local matters that are not only 
devolved, but in circumstances where they have no real 
understanding of local people and local affairs.”

The Premier, along with Messrs. Eric Bush and 
Roy Tatum travelled to Monaco for meetings and 
engagements with key yacht brokers and industry 
leaders. The Maritime Authority of the Cayman Islands 
hosted those meetings to advance the work of the new 
Ministry of International Trade, Investment, Aviation and 
Maritime Affairs.
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“Continued engagement with MPs and Peers 
is essential for the Cayman Islands to build and 
maintain relationships and for them to hear 
directly what’s happening in our islands.”   
 
-- Hon. Alden McLaughlin 

REPRESENTATIONAL DUTIES AND INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS

 
“I would like to give my particular praise to 
the Premier for his work since he became the 
Premier and the great strides in helping the UK 
to understand more about the Cayman Islands 
and what they do,” 
 
-- Lord Northbrook 
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KEY 2019 ACHIEVEMENTS

CAYMAN ISLANDS AT 
CONSERVATIVE PARTY CONFERENCE

Manchester, United Kingdom – Cayman Islands Represented at The Conservative Party Conference.

Following participation on a panel discussion at 
the Labour Party conference, the Cayman Islands 
participated in the Conservative Party Conference 
as part of the governments ongoing commitment 
to engagement across the political spectrum in the 
UK. The Cayman presence included a stand in the 
exhibition hall, participation in a panel discussion about 
Global Britain with the Ministry’s Chief Officer Eric Bush 
and UK Secretary of State for International Trade, as 
well as a partnership event with The Spectator.

Mr Bush led a team including members from the 
Government Office in London (CIGO-UK) to the Annual 
Conference to promote and educate Ministers, MPs and 
the general public about the Cayman Islands.

The Cayman stand, with promotional materials and 
information from the Department of Tourism and 
Cayman Finance, was situated in the main exhibition 
hall of the conference centre. Visitors to the stand were 
given information and advice about the Cayman Islands, 
including history, culture and tourism, with a focus on 
The Cayman Islands’ close ties to Britain.

“This is a fantastic opportunity to remind the governing 
party and the membership of the Conservative Party 
that the Cayman Islands is proud to be a British 
Overseas Territory, which is particularly important in this, 
the year of the 60th Anniversary of the Constitution. 
We are sending a strong message to the British public 
and the UK Government that we are British and that we 
stand firmly behind our financial services sector. This 
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REPRESENTATIONAL DUTIES AND INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS

is an opportunity to share our history and culture, as 
well as information about Cayman’s financial services 
offerings, to inform the public about the tax neutral 
status of the jurisdiction, while dispelling some of the 
myths surrounding our financial services industry” 
said Chief Officer Bush.

Visitors to the stand included the Chairman of the Party, 
the Rt Hon James Cleverly MP, Minister of State for the 
Home Office, the Rt Hon Brandon Lewis MP, Minister 
of State for the Department of Business Energy and 
Industrial Strategy (BEIS), the Rt Hon Kwasi Kwarteng MP 
and the Minister responsible for Overseas Territories 
engagement in the Department for Exiting the European 
Union, and former Minister for the British Overseas 
Territories, Mr James Duddridge MP, among others.
Members of the Cayman Islands All Party Parliamentary 
Group (APPG), including Chairman Sir Graham Brady 
MP, Martin Vickers MP and British Overseas Territories 
APPG Chairman Andrew Rosindell MP also visited the 
stand to show their support.

Mr Bush also had discussions with The Rt Hon Ben 
Wallace MP, Secretary of State for Defence, and Lord 
Ashcroft KCMG PC, former Deputy Chair of the Party.
While Cayman has had representation at party 
conferences each year, including a stand last year, this 
is the first time Cayman has partnered with the well-
respected magazine ‘The Spectator’ to host a panel 
discussion about Global Britain post Brexit.

Eric Bush went on to say “Having a stand at the 
conference gives us a greater presence and offers 
us a space to meet with Ministers and MPs who are 
important for Cayman. Our presence at the conference 
was a great success this year, especially with the 
addition of a very well attended fringe event with the Rt 
Hon Liz Truss MP, Secretary for State for International 
Trade, at which we were able to share our Cayman 
message clearly at a high level and to a very engaged 
UK audience.” 

Mr Bush concluded “This was an opportunity to remind 
people that while Brexit doesn’t have any known 
direct affects on the Cayman Islands, indirectly there 
are opportunities that we need to better exploit in the 
context of Global Britain and international trade.”
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KEY 2019 ACHIEVEMENTS

CAYMAN ISLANDS AT
THE LABOUR PARTY CONFERENCE

The Cayman Islands Representative to the UK and Europe André Ebanks attended the Labour Party Conference 
in Brighton this week accompanied by Jude Scott, Chief Executive Officer of Cayman Finance and a team from 
the Government Office in London.

2019 was the first year that the Cayman Islands 
Government participated directly in the conference 
by organising a fringe event to discuss the Cayman 
Islands with the Labour Party. Moderated by Prospect 
Magazine, the event involved a chaired discussion 
between Catherine West MP and Mr Scott, discussing 
methods of taxation including the responsible tax 
neutral regime in the Cayman Islands.

Events, engagement and attendance at party 
conferences form part of the ongoing political 
engagement efforts by the Cayman Islands Government 
to interact with as many British parliamentarians as 
possible in order to create and maintain positive 

working relationships and are intended to better 
inform parliamentarians and UK Public of Cayman’s 
history, heritage, culture, financial services, successful 
conservation work, healthcare and as a thriving British 
Overseas Territory.

Mr Scott utilised the opportunity to share with the 
audience of interested Labour supporters and media 
the facts about tax neutrality.  Mr Scott was also able 
to clarify details about Cayman’s process for verifying 
and sharing ownership information versus self-reporting 
public registers.  Both the Labour MP and Mr Scott 
welcomed the opportunity to discuss and engage on 
these topics.
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REPRESENTATIONAL DUTIES AND INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS

At the conference Mr Ebanks also met with Gibraltar 
and Falkland Islands Representatives and discussed 
mental health issues with Mental Health First Aid 
England. In addition, Mr Ebanks met Jonathan Reynolds 
MP, Shadow Economic Secretary to the Treasury.

Mr Ebanks commented “My first month in the post is 
off to a spirited start. Attendance at the Labour party 
conference has been invaluable this year, combined 
with our first ever fringe event in conjunction with 

Cayman Finance, we are ensuring that we have a much 
greater presence and are at the forefront of political 
discussions concerning our financial services. We 
are delighted to have had the support from Cayman 
Finance and that Catherine West MP was willing 
to engage and discuss these important topics in a 
constructive and open manner. We very much look 
forward to further types of engagement like this to 
continue this conversation.” 

Mr Ebanks went on to say, “it has been a very busy 
month so far, including strategy meetings with my 
team, meetings with The High Commission of Bahamas 
regarding hurricane relief, meeting and briefing Cayman 
Islands Councillor David Wight and engaging with 
various public and private sector stakeholders. I am 
looking forward to continuing this level of productivity 
for the Cayman Islands in the UK and Europe.”

 
“I was very pleased that the Cayman Islands 
Government Office in the UK presented the 
opportunity to engage with such a well-
respected MP in this forum, a lot of good even-
handed dialogue and discussion took place 
today. We were able to reinforce the great 
track record and the benefits of our tax neutral 
regime globally to a traditionally doubtful 
audience. The conversation today was balanced 
and informed, and I was pleased to be able to 
neutralise some of the historic scepticism. We 
are sending a strong positive message that we 
are available and willing to continue to engage 
and be a part of this conversation.” 
 
- Jude Scott, CEO, Cayman Finance 
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NATIONAL SERVICE OF REMEMBRANCE UK

London, United Kingdom - The Cayman Islands Representative to the UK and Europe was invited to lay a wreath 
at the National Service of Remembrance, held at the Cenotaph on Whitehall, London on November 10, 2019.

CAYMAN ISLANDS REPRESENTATIVE 
INVITED TO LAY WREATH FOR CAYMANIAN 
PERSONS AT HISTORIC REMEMBRANCE 
DAY CEREMONY IN LONDON. 

The ceremony honours the service of the UK Armed 
Forces and Merchant Navy community, British and 
Commonwealth veterans, the Allies that fought 
alongside the UK, and the civilian personnel  involved 
in the two World Wars and other conflicts, to remember 
and honour those who have sacrificed themselves to 
secure and protect freedom.

The Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs has historically laid a wreath on behalf of all the 
British Overseas Territories. However, since 2001 there 
has been a campaign by the United Kingdom Overseas 
Territories Association (UKOTA) for the right to lay a 
wreath themselves. In 2008 the Labour Government 
agreed that one wreath could be laid for all Territories 
by the Chairman of the Association.

2019 marked for the first time in the history of National 
Service of Remembrance, British Overseas Territories 
Representatives have been invited to lay wreaths for 
citizens of their respective Territories, in their own right. 
A very significant step in recognising the Overseas 
Territories’ efforts and sacrifices for the United Kingdom.
Cayman Islands Representative to the UK and Europe 
Mr André Ebanks attended the ceremony to lay a 
wreath to remember the valiant contribution of citizens 
of the Cayman Islands, who fought and died for the 
British Crown in both World Wars and later conflicts.

Mr Ebanks commented: “Caymanian service 
personnel have served in the UK Armed Forces 
and it is not only fitting, but appropriate, that they 
all be recognised, remembered and thanked at 
the National Service of Remembrance in London. 
The invitation to lay a wreath for the Cayman 
Islands is a great honour and is the direct result of 
an ongoing campaign by UKOTA. I am honoured 
to present this fitting tribute to our Caymanian 
service men and women to the UK.”

KEY 2019 ACHIEVEMENTS
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CAYMAN ISLANDS DELEGATION 
VISIT MONACO

A Cayman Islands trade delegation led by the Ministry 
of International Trade, Investment, Aviation and 
Maritime Affairs (MITIAMA) laid the groundwork for a 
visit from HSH Prince Albert II of Monaco in 2020.

On Monday, 23 September, the Premier (who is the 
Minister responsible for International Trade and 
Maritime Affairs), Hon. Alden McLaughlin and the 
Cayman Islands’ delegation began their work in Monaco 
to attract new international investors and to widen the 
Cayman Islands brand at the important Monaco Yacht 
Show.

The Minister for Commerce, Planning and Infrastructure 
(CPI), Hon. Joey Hew joined the Premier, along with 
MITIAMA Chief Officer, Eric Bush; CEO of the Maritime 
Authority of the Cayman Islands (MACI), Joel Walton and 
Head of the Office of the Premier, Roy Tatum.

Also attending the Monaco Yacht Show (MYS) was a 
number of private sector partners, who helped enhance 
the Cayman Islands’ presence at the Show. These 
include representatives from the worlds of law, real 
estate, yacht brokerage and management, accountancy, 
technology and precious metals and stones.

Premier Hon. Alden McLaughlin said “I’m delighted that 
Prince Albert has agreed to visit the Cayman Islands 
next year. The visit will give us the opportunity to further 
cement and build the relations between the Cayman 
Islands and Monaco. It will also raise our profile more 
broadly in the Monaco community, and beyond, as we 

continue to look for opportunities to attract businesses 
and investors in key jurisdictions such as Monaco.”
The Prince confirmed his intention to visit the Cayman 
Islands at a reception on 25 September, which was 
hosted by the Premier. The reception was attended by 
high net worth investors and members of the private 
sector from the Cayman Islands.

The reception also hosted individuals from the yachting 
sector, which is an important market segment for 
the Cayman Islands’ shipping registry. Around three 
quarters of the world’s Super Yachts fly the red ensign 
of the Cayman Islands; the flag is visible and dominant 
at the MYS.

Chief Officer Eric Bush observed: “We continue 
to see the positive results from our ongoing 
engagement in Monaco. The Monaco Yacht Show 
is an ideal platform for Cayman to showcase 
who we are: a sophisticated, world-class country, 
ideal for investment and to visit.” Minister Hew 
adds: “the Cayman Islands’ economy is diverse 
and robust, which makes it an attractive option 
for overseas investors. But when we’re able to 
deliver strong economic growth through increased 
investment, local businesses and families will feel 
the benefit across the Cayman Islands.”

During the reception, the Premier presented a cheque 
with funds raised by the private sector through a 
Cayman Islands Charity Bike Ride for his charity.
Building on a mutual love of cycling shared by Prince 
Albert II and the Premier, the ride also offered a 
platform to build new relationships with high net 
worth individuals who similarly love the sport and who 
participated in the ride.

The royal visit is scheduled to take place at a date to be 
confirmed by the Principality.

As the week wrapped up, the delegation spent time at 
the MACI booth at the MYS, as well as hosting a closing 
dinner.

Minister Hew attended and spoke at the MARE Forum 
on Friday, 27 September.

REPRESENTATIONAL DUTIES AND INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS
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MINISTRY OF INTERNATIONAL TRADE, INVESTMENT, 
AVIATION AND MARITIME AFFAIRS.

Statement on new Ministry
By Premier Hon. Alden McLaughlin, MBE, JP, MLA 
Monday, 17 December, 2018
Legislative Assembly

Mr. Speaker. I previously advised this House of the 
Government’s intention to create a new international 
trade and investment Ministry as well as open an office 
in Hong Kong.

I am happy to advise this Honourable House that both 
of these have progressed with the UK Government, via 
the Governor’s Office, having formally confirmed their 
agreement for a new Ministry and have also agreed 
that it will be named the Ministry of International Trade, 
Investment, Aviation and Maritime Affairs.

I can also confirm that the UK has also provided a Letter 
of Entrustment that approves the opening of a Cayman 
Islands Government Office in Hong Kong, subject to 
receiving the necessary approvals from Hong Kong 
authorities. The UK Government and the Governor’s 
Office have also committed to assisting with both 
endeavors, the startup of the new Ministry and the 
Hong Kong Office. It is with the latter that this assistance 
will be especially useful and the UK Consulate General 
in Hong Kong will provide advice and on the ground 
assistance to get the initiative going, including seeking 
approvals from the Hong Kong Government.

While it is perhaps extra ordinary for an Administration 
to create a new Ministry, Mr. Speaker, these are indeed 
extra ordinary times. The principal purpose that brings 
us here today is to debate and hopefully approve a 

KEY 2019 ACHIEVEMENTS
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series of amending bills that seek to defend 
the Cayman Islands from being blacklisted 
by the European Union or falling afoul of the 
Organisation for Economic Cooperation and 
Development’s Forum on Harmful Tax Practices. 

What we continue to see, Mr. Speaker, is an ever 
changing landscape as regards the required 
regulation of the financial services sector; 
requirements that are no longer European 
Union-centric but are becoming the international 
standard – and so Cayman must move with the 
times if we are to maintain a vibrant Financial 
Services Industry.

But the landscape will continue to change and 
the Cayman economic model will continue to 
face external threats, particularly as a result of 
the widespread misunderstanding of the Cayman 
Islands, our Financial Services Industry and the 
regulatory regime that underpins it. And despite 
our efforts to educate and engage with politicians 
in the United Kingdom, this misunderstanding 
even extends to Westminster Mr. Speaker, as we 
saw earlier this year. And Mr. Speaker whilst we 
are all hopeful that the UK will find a good solution 
to the challenge that is Brexit, it will continue to 
face challenges post Brexit.

So we must do our bit to lessen their burden 
and at the same time, as I have said before, 
to step out of the UK’s shadow and stand up 
for ourselves when it comes to matters of 
international trade. This is the role, Mr. Speaker 
that the new Ministry will take on.

Mr. Speaker, this Government recognises that in 
general terms, foreign policy or external affairs 
are functions reserved to the Governor under 
Section 55 of the Constitution. However, that 
Section also recognises that in the discharge 
of their normal functions, key Ministries 
will necessarily need to relate to overseas 
governments and institutions. The Constitution 
therefore provides that, in consultation with 
the Premier, the Governor may delegate 
responsibilities for external affairs to elected 
Ministers, which then gives them freedom to act 
within certain prescribed limits.

In reality, every Ministry has responsibilities that 
bring them into contact with other jurisdictions 
or inter-governmental bodies. This varies 
considerably in scope and in the resources 
required to develop and maintain overseas 
relationships within each Ministry.

Sadly Mr. Speaker, there is limited joining up of 
activities across Ministries and from the point of 
view of partners abroad in both the public and 
private sectors, the Cayman Islands Government 
can at times be difficult to work with. At the 
political level, I, as Premier, act as the de facto 
lead for cross-Governmental international activity 
and therefore, traditionally, the Premier will lead 
significant overseas missions. However, within the 
civil service there is no one similarly charged with 
coordinating or leading this activity. Opportunities 
to present a coherent and consistent approach to 
other governments and to potential investors and 
partners are being missed. The new Ministry will 
provide this coordinating function.

In summary the Ministry of International Trade, 
Investment, Aviation and Maritime Affairs will 
advance the economic and political interests of 
the government, the Caymanian people and the 
local business community, to make it easier for 
potential overseas investors to do business in 
the Cayman Islands, and to help enhance the 
reputation of the Cayman Islands.

Generally, Mr. Speaker, the benefits of the new 
Ministry include:

• improved reputation and promotion of 
Cayman with key opinion formers in overseas 
governments and institutions and in the private 
sector 

• increased inward investment as we attract a 
wider pool of potential investors and make it 
easier for them to gain access to Caymanian 
markets 

• increased tourism and financial services 
business as we help to open up and secure 
markets 
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• economic diversification as we are able better to 
understand and attract an increasingly diverse range 
of businesses to Cayman 

• bringing a renewed focus on growing our aircraft and 
shipping registries.

To achieve these benefits Mr. Speaker, the new Ministry 
will take direct responsibility for the Cayman Islands 
Government Office in London and a limited range 
of existing government departments and entities. 
The Ministry will, more broadly, be charged with 
coordinating the jurisdiction’s activities internationally 
though many of those activities themselves would 
remain with existing Ministries.

The departments, offices and statutory authorities that 
will fall within the new Ministry will be those that have a 
principal focus on external trade and customers.

They are identified as:

• the Cayman Islands Government Office in the United 
Kingdom (CIGO-UK) 

• the Department of Investment (to be split off from the 
Department of Commerce and Investment) 

• the Shipping Registry of the Maritime Authority 

• the Aircraft Registry but not the regulatory functions of 
the Civil Aviation Authority

I wish to make plain that with regards to the last two 
that the Ministry’s role will be limited to the promotion 
of the shipping and aircraft registries and does not 
affect the Governor’s responsibilities over other areas 
of maritime and aviation affairs.

In addition to the UK Government Office, it is 
anticipated that over time the Ministry will develop 
a network of international offices in locations where 
their establishment would enable it to better achieve 
its stated purpose. Proposals for such offices will be 
brought forward on a case-by-case basis and as I have 
mentioned previously the first business case, for the 
establishment of an Asia Office in Hong Kong, has 
already been developed and approved.

Mr. Speaker several potential locations for an Asia 
Office were considered, however, in consultation with 
key business leaders it was determined that Hong 
Kong would be the most advantageous location. That is 
because of its existing links to Caymanian businesses 
and government entities and its ideal location as a 
gateway to other Asian markets.

Mr. Speaker the establishment of the Cayman 
Islands Government Office – Asia will create a focal 
point to promote all aspects of the jurisdiction in an 
increasingly significant market. It will strengthen and 
deepen business ties and provide a gateway for future 
trade and investment in Asia. It will also facilitate the 
development of cultural ties between Asia and these 
Islands.

The primary focus for the office will be in the realization 
of economic benefits. It will support the existing twin 
pillar industries of tourism and financial services and 
also serve to support the diversification of the Cayman 
economy through establishing links and promoting 
inward investment opportunities with Asia’s highly-
developed knowledge-based industrial sectors.

Mr. Speaker a physical presence on the ground in 
Hong Kong will mean that the Office can provide 
certain real-time support services such as certificates 
of good standing, dealing with immigration related 
queries for Asian visitors, and potentially company 
incorporation and funds registration in a same day 
and time zone convenient manner. This will add 
tremendous value to the efforts of Cayman-based 
firms already operating in Asia, and in particular in 
Hong Kong.

Previous attempts to establish an office in Hong 
Kong were unsuccessful but times have changed. 
Both the Government and the business community 
share optimism that the new Asia Office will provide a 
springboard for improved business and other links for 
the benefit of Cayman. And as I have indicated the UK 
is also geared up to assist us to make it a success this 
time around.
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As I indicated earlier Mr. Speaker, Brexit is presenting 
a challenge to the UK and in some regards to its 
Territories. However, we also see opportunities. These 
include the opportunities that the UK’s Global Britain 
initiative could bring to Cayman if we put ourselves in the 
best possible position to exploit those opportunities.

Mr. Speaker the obvious example is our participation in 
the GREAT Festival of Innovation in Hong Kong earlier 
this year. We were very grateful for the Secretary of 
State’s invitation to take part and we would welcome 
the opportunity to participate in similar events in the 
future. We believe that had this new Ministry been up 
and running we could have been even more effective 
participants in the Festival; and so this demonstrated to 
us that if we raise our game we can make the most of 
the opportunities that working closely with the UK can 
bring us.

In setting up both a new Ministry and an Asia Office in 
Hong Kong, the case for change is underpinned by the 
view that international issues will become increasingly 
important to the wellbeing of these Islands. It is therefore 
essential that high calibre and suitably skilled staff 
are employed and this will present opportunities for 
Caymanians to gain invaluable experience and exposure 
working in the Ministry or in the London and Hong Kong 
offices, and in any future offices that may be opened.

Mr. Speaker the Government accepts that there are 
costs and indeed potential risks in this approach. We 
intend to provide an annual budget, estimated at some 
$3M, for the Ministry and the Asia Office. There will be 
new civil service headcount but much of the budget 
will go directly into promoting the Cayman Islands and 
attracting business. This represents a considerable 
investment when we are well aware of the other 
potential calls on government funding.

However, we believe the benefits I have outlined 
are significant enough to justify the investment; an 
investment in the future and prosperity of our people 
and our Islands.

Mr. Speaker I said at the start that the creation of a new 
Ministry is an extra ordinary step resulting from the 
extra ordinary times in which we live. What is not extra 
ordinary, however, is this Government’s determination 
to make the right decisions to support our economy, our 
businesses and our people.

Thank you, Mr. Speaker.
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ROYAL VISIT 2019

ON THE LAST DAY OF THEIR TOUR 
THROUGH THE CARIBBEAN, THE PRINCE 
OF WALES AND THE DUCHESS OF 
CORNWALL SPENT THE DAY IN THE 
CAYMAN ISLANDS. 

Prince Charles and Camilla mostly carried out solo 
engagements attending a reception and cultural 
showcase together at Pedro St. James.

Prince Charles’s day began on the island of Cayman 
Brac – 145 kilometres northeast of Grand Cayman – at 
the Cayman Brac Swimming Pool, where he officially 
opened it and attended a reception with the Governor 
and the Premier of the Cayman Islands.

The Cayman Brac pool is a new facility, per Clarence 
House, and will be shared by the local schools and the 
public for training, competitions, and regular swimming 
hours. After opening the facility, Prince Charles met with 
members of the community.

Following the pool opening, the Prince visited Little 
Cayman to attend an engagement with the Cayman 
International School on marine conservation. At the 
school, Prince Charles joined a Year 6 classroom 
discussion called ‘Reefs Go Live’ where they watched a 
live link to divers at a reef; and he was able to talk with 
students on Grand Cayman Island, Cayman Brac Island, 
and in Bermuda who were watching through an internet 
video chat.

During the visit, Prince Charles met with Dr Carrie 
Manfrino, the President of the Central Caribbean Marine 
Institute, and John Clamp, its Director of Operations. 
He watched Dr Manfrino complete an experiment and 
learned about the work the Central Caribbean Marine 
Institute is doing with the Coral Reef Early Warning 
System Buoy.

The Central Caribbean Marine Institute tweeted 
after his visit that it was “a privilege to share the 
work we do at CCMI with Prince Charles today. 
Our key takeaway – we can save coral reefs if we 
act now!”

His Royal Highness then travelled to the Clifton Hunter 
School to meet with its Head Boy, Head Girl, and 
Principal before heading to the Queen Elizabeth II 
Royal Botanic Park to attend a roundtable discussion on 
sustainability.
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FRIENDS OF CAYMAN RECEPTION AND DINNER 

LONDON, UNITED KINGDOM – THE 
CAYMAN ISLANDS GOVERNMENT LONDON 
OFFICE HOSTED A FRIENDS OF CAYMAN 
DINNER ON THURSDAY EVENING.  

The event was held at the Royal Institute of British 
Architects in central London and was attended by 
a wide range of guests who are supportive of the 
Cayman Islands in the UK.  The new Cayman Islands 
Representative to the UK and Europe, Mr André Ebanks, 
was introduced at the event. Mr Ebanks thanked those 
who have assisted the Cayman Islands through their 
support and friendship over many years, and asked for 
their continued support.

The attendees list included three former Governors Mr 
John Owen CMG, Mr Bruce Dinwiddy CMG and Duncan 
Taylor CBE, former and present Representatives 
of United Kingdom Overseas Territories, Members 
of Parliament, members of the United Kingdom 
Government, the core group of Friends of Cayman, 
private sector firms from diverse industries, Caymanian 
Miss Caribbean UK, Sydonie Barrett, and a sizable 
contingent of Caymanian students studying in the UK.
The Cayman Islands Representative to the UK and 
Europe, André Ebanks said of the event “It was an 
honour, a privilege and a joy to be introduced to so 
many wonderful supporters of Cayman and to be able 
to personally thank them for their continued friendship. 
I was truly touched by their affection for our country and 
their willingness to help us with our endeavours and 
initiatives, and in particular to watch them interact with 
our Caymanian students.”

Over 20 students attended the event, the largest 
contingent of Caymanian students to attend this kind of 
function with Cayman Islands Government, a landmark 
moment for the Cayman Islands Government overseas 
to ensure that students are involved in UK functions 
and are at the forefront of Cayman Islands Government 
activity in the UK.

Julian Menko, studying International Relations and 
Politics in London attended the event and commented 
“I was honoured to be able to attend the Friends of 
Cayman dinner and very happy to see so many other 
students there, some I had met before and some I 
had not, it was a pleasure to be introduced to the new 
Representative and I look forward to engaging with 
the London Office, the Friends of Cayman and Cayman 
Connection UK (CCUK) more next year.”

John Owen CMG, MBE, DL,  former Governor and  Chair 
of the Friends of Cayman group in the UK commented: 
“Congratulations to André Ebanks and his team for a 
most memorable dinner for the Friends of Cayman.  I’m 
sure the Friends will continue, with even more energy 
and enthusiasm, to support the Cayman Islands. I was 
pleased that so many Caymanian students, who are the 
future of Cayman, were also guests at the dinner.” 
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CAYMAN ISLANDS FEATURED IN 
THE COMMONWEALTH AT 70: 
FROM WESTMINSTER TO 
THE WORLD BOOK 

On 28 April 1949, the London Declaration was signed, 
marking the birth of the modern Commonwealth. A 
unique association of 53 independent states, both small 
and large, the Commonwealth consults and cooperates 
in the common interests of its 2.4 billion peoples, and in 
the promotion of international understanding. 

In the 70 years since the declaration was signed, 
the value of this partnership has repeatedly been 
reaffirmed. It has helped to strengthen governance, 
build inclusive institutions and promote justice and 
human rights. 

Written by academics and experts, The Commonwealth 
at 70 is the History of Parliament Trust’s official 
commemorative album to mark this anniversary. 

A thought-provoking and beautifully designed 
hardback book, it brings together key stories of 
best practice, acting as a springboard for further 
debate, and prompting discussion on all aspects of 
the member states. It also offers an insight into the 
major Commonwealth institutions, organisations and 
initiatives. 



 
…because the [Cayman Islands] were first 
settled by the British and never conquered 
or colonised, Caymanians have always felt 
themselves to be a part of the UK. “Our history 
begins with two British sailors. Sixty years ago 
my forefathers identified with being British and 
60 years on that remains true.”  
 
“The difference between [the Cayman Islands] 
and many other Commonwealth members 
is that we are part of the Commonwealth 
directly through the UK. And we believe that 
we are a success story of it. Look how far we 
have come and what we have achieved in a 
relatively small amount of time.”  
 
- Eric Bush,  
  Chief Officer,  
  Minister of International Trade, Investment,  
  Aviation and Maritime Affairs  

The History of Parliament Trust is a research 
project that is creating a comprehensive account 
of parliamentary politics in England, then Britain, 
from their origins in the 13th century. The Trust is 
regarded as one of the most ambitious, authoritative 
and well-researched academic projects in British 
history. 

St James’s House is an award-winning custom 
publisher that has produced official publications for 
The Queen’s 90th Birthday, the Thames Diamond 
Jubilee, the Prince Philip Trust Fund, the Royal Navy 
and the Royal Air Force. The launch took place on 
25 June, 2019 at Westminster Abbey. 
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